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BRINGING GOOD FOOD & COMMUNITY TOGETHER

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD

Dear Fellow Co-op Members,

As you may have noticed, for the past two months we took a
wee break on sending out our newsletters. Admittedly, we were
just a triffle busy adjusting everything so we could safely
continue distributing food during the current Covid-19 crisis.
I want to say thank you for being part of our cooperative and for
adjusting to our new normal. I know it’s not always the most
convenient way to get your food and that extra time you take
means a lot to us. I hope you have been taking the time to go
outside and just breathe, maybe even watching a bee
pollinating a flower or the ducklings now at Swan Lake.
On our end, we have a new interim board member! Simon
Gorbaty finished his one year term and stepped down allowing
us to welcome Krystina Scheller. She comes to us with lots of
board experience which is something we were somewhat
lacking in. I haven’t really had the chance to know her on a
personal level, but she seems like an amazing human and I’m
really excited to have her on our team. She was one of the
driving forces behind bringing groceries to Pelican last month.
Our cooperative is about more than just food, it is about helping
others in need. We’ve been able to both facilitate donations to
other organizations in town that are helping to feed people and
have been deferring payments for those members struggling
financially with the repercussion of this pandemic. I am proud
to be part of this Co-op and your Board chair.
As you have likely noticed
we are currently
distributing out of
St. Gregory's Church on Lincoln St..
All Deliveries will continue to be held at St.
Gregory's for the foreseeable future.
Your patience and adaptability is greatly
appreciated

Cooperatively yours,
Ariane Goudeau

UPCOMING DATES
6/13 Board of Directors Retreat
10:00am - 2:00pm
6/13 Deadline: Midnight
Produce, EE (6/23 delivery)
6/16 Delivery: 2:00-6pm
Azure (only) Orders
St. Gregory's Church
6/18 Delivery: 2:00-6pm
UNFI (only) Orders
St. Gregory's Church
6/18 Board Meeting 4:30-6pm
Zoom Virtual
*Email to get link to meeting*
6/23 Delivery: 2:00 - 6pm
Blue Valley, EE, Produce Orders
St. Gregory's Church

Environmental Corner
Our longest day of the year is
just a week away! Celebrate
the Summer Solstice on June
20th! Spend time outdoors,
work in a garden, fish, forage,
and challenge yourself to
using local ingredients.

MESSAGE FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

Greetings Everyone;

Well... it's definitely been a crazy, hectic, and challenging past few months. We've been shunted around
to different locations, had to change the way members picked up their orders, went to three deliveries
per month, and even started "home-deliveries" - yet throughout it all we kept on keeping on.
Know that we're still not out of the COVID woods yet... especially as the number of cases here in town has
been increasing of late... but, from an operational point of view, we've been able to establish a "new
normal" for deliveries, parking-lot pickups, and working out of St. Gregory's church. Many thanks go out
to Father Dwight for so graciously letting us use their facility when everything else was closed to us.
The good news is that despite the viral disruptions our Co-op is still growing! Every month we've gained
new members and sales were up by 48% for the past two months... and are up by 17% for the year-todate. To handle the increased volume we've recently hired two more part-time assistants to help
streamline our deliveries as well as provide for some institutional operational memory... basically a
deeper bench to keep our operation running smoothly.
Speaking of smoother deliveries... a huge THANK YOU needs to go out to all the members who have been
showing up to help sort and organize everyone's orders - and also to all those members who have agreed
to pre-pay for their orders in advance of the delivery. Prepayments have been a HUGE help in getting
everyone's orders out the door and into your cars and homes in a timely fashion.
Lastly, every member should be proud of being part of our Co-op for more reasons than one but... from
my perspective... a large reason is how we've been able to "step-up-to-the-plate" and support our
community during these trying times. "Concern for One's Community" is the 7th governing principle
that all cooperatives should operate under and over these past few months we've been able to support
several members in financial distress as well as provide numerous local organizations with both financial
and food assistance. Not to mention helping send over a ton of food up to Pelican!
Yes... we've seen some trying and challenging times of late... and we're definitely not out of the woods
yet... but despite the challenges... we are still: "Bringing Good Food & Community Together."
Cooperatively Yours;
Keith Nyitray - General Manager

VOLUNTEER WITH THE SITKA FOOD CO-OP!
Sign-up to volunteer for at least 2-3 hours on delivery days and receive a 10% discount on
orders made through Foodclub! Check out
www.sitkafoodcoop.org/membership/volunteer for upcoming opportunities, we are
Thankful for YOU, our amazing members!!

sitkafoodcoop@gmail.com

Follow us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/SitkaFoodCoop

